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the painting, and the disputed phrase was plainly visible
for six months before the trouble began. I myself saw it
last winter.

Of course, Diego’s position that no one has the right
to interfere with an artist's work is perfectly correct.
But knowing the people for whom he was painting, he
might have refused the contract—if he were not Diego.
He was not in desperate need of the $8,000 he received
for the job. But business is business! Now, having caught
the public ear, he simply will not shut up. He is the
self-appointed champion of freedom of expression. He
did not fuss about freedom of expression a few weeks
ago, however, when he was painting a portrait for the
Goodrich Tire Company’s new calendar. Diego unpto-
testingly complied with the company’s suggestions for
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changes. (Goodrich, by the way, is now worried about
releasing the calendar, which under the portrait of a lady
who closely resembles Maria Felix, Diego’s friend of
last winter, bears the slogan, “Best Quality, Tried and
Proved.”)

The real hero of the affray is, to my mind, neither
the loquacious Diego nor the reserved Archbishop, but
an unknown actor who played a bit part at the Com-
munist meeting last week at which Diego was welcomed
back to the fold. This anonymous comrade had the cour-
age to rise and shout to the shocked brethren, “Neverthe-
less, God does exist, he does exist, I tell you!” Need-
less to say, he was hurriedly ejected from the meeting,
which had been convened to defend freedom of ex-
pression.

Jokja Journal

BY ANDREW ROTH

Jokjakarta, Java, May
HE red carpets wete out when our plane landed
Tat the primitive airport of Jokjakarta, the Indo-
nesian Republic’s capital in the intertor of Java.
Visitors are welcome hete because they help dispel the
sense of isolation built up by long months of blockade.
People have a real hunger for news and printed matter
from the outside. Officials to whom an American gave an
armful of magazines could not resist looking through
them before they transacted any business.

The plane in which we arrived was particularly wel-
come because it brought a “good-will mission” from
East Indonesia. This region was established by the Dutch
in December, 1946, as a puppet state, but its parliament
decided recently by a nearly unanimous vote to send a
mission to the Republican capital to say that the people
of East Indonesta consider the republic the hub of Indo-
nesian nationalism.

The message of encouragement was badly needed. On
the streets of Jokjakarta peddlers are hawking a ciga-
rette called “Renville,” after the United States navy trans-
port on which a Dutch-Indonestan accord was reached
through the efforts of the United Nations Good Offices
Committee, but Republican leaders were left with a bad
taste in their mouths after signing. Their agreement to

- withdraw troops from the richest areas of Java and to
join a federated United States of Indonesia which will
start life under Dutch sovereignty is very unpopular.
A young lieutenant returning begrimed from the front
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commented with disgust, “When someone starts talking
about Renville, I just have to walk away; I cannot stom-
ach it.” The feeling against the agreement is so strong
that the Masjumi (Moslem Party) was able to unseat
Amir Sjarifuddin, the Socialist Premier who negotiated it.

The Republican leaders accepted the agreement because
it guaranteed a free plebiscite in Java and Sumatra after
six months to determine whether those areas would re-
turn to the republic. They were also influenced by eco-
nomic compulsions and by the belief that membership in
the United States of Indonesia would help them to main-
tain links with nationalist currents in areas under Dutch
control. The East Indonesian good-will mission has
proved that the republic can count on considerable sup-
port outside its own truncated area.

Soldiers are much in evidence in the streets of Jokja-
karta, some of them strutting about with an arrogance
learned from the Japanese. There are countless types and
colors of equipment and uniforms, partly owing to the
textile shortage, partly to the fact that the republic’s
army came into being as a number of scattered groups,
each fighting in its own area. Each has its own ideology
also, which may be Japanese-inspired anti-white chau-
vinism, Moslem fanaticism, or the “people’s war” obses-
sion of the Soctalists and Communists.- At first the differ-
ent groups obtained their supplies from stores they
had themselves seized from the Japanese. When these
ran out, a single service of supply set up by the repub-
lic's leaders, pasticularly Amir Sjarifuddin, who long
served as Defense Minister, helped to unify the army.
Taking into account the lack of communications, unifica-
tion has been fairly successful. The Dutch were con-
vinced that the republic did not have enough control









