Statements by Suband'rio, van Roijen and Thant on New Guinea Agreement

Following are the texts of
Statements issued yesterday by
Dr. Subandrio, Indonesian For-
eign Minister; Dr. J. H. van
Roijen, Netherlands Ambassa-
dor to the United States, and
U Thant, Aoting Secretgry Gen-
eral of the United Nations, on
the signing of an agreement on
Netherlands New Guinea:

By Dr. Subandrio

For the Indonésian people
this very moment is regarded
&5 a very important national
occasion, since with the sign-
ing of the agreement the
Indonesian unity has been re-
stored and therefore the basis
for the struggle for independ-
ence completed is part and
parcel of the Indoesian re-
volution.

It is therefore that we are
most gratified, Mr. Secre

- General, that you took the
initiative as early as in De-
cember for both parties to

come together in order to
~ solve this ptoblem in a peace-
ful way.

- The positive response from
~ the Indonesian and Nether-
' lands sidé towards your
- urgent appeal results in the

;:freement we have just
|

l On behalf of the Indone-
sian Govammmt and peo?

I want also
-cerely, the ﬂreleu efforts
~and patience of Ambassad

Bunker, who
_himself 4
to overcome sil

“taly M
the diffieuities and obstacles
wlqch sometimes seém to

flood the path towards this
agreement.

To be frank, without the
personal qualities inherent to
Ambassador Bunker, it would
be almost impossible to form-
ulate an agreement within
such a short period.

I also want to make use of
this opportunity to congratu-
late Dr. van Roijen, Dr.
Schurmann and all the mem-
bers of his delegation for the
success of this agreement,
and on behalf of my col-
leagues and myseltf 1 want
to express our deep appre-
ciation for the consistent sin-
cerity with which they have
approached- the problems we
are dealing with.

And last but not least, Mr.
Secretary Qeneral, our deep-
est apprecla.tlon to your de-
voted colleagues on the Sec-
retariat for their unfailing as-
sistance, without which this
success could not have been
achieved.

The success of thig agree-
ment, which s also a success
of the United Nations, I hope
will lead to further achieve-
ments in solv roblems
with which the United Na-
tions has been engaged.

Now that this agreement
has been aigned, now that the
Indonesian unity iu reaching
its completion, sinoerel
hope that the tra.dlt.lonal
friendship between Indonesia
a&nd the Netherlands could be
restored. - . i
"~ Thank you.

- By Dr. van Roljen
We are experiericing one of

thou rare moments in re.

: -Sime -when the course
two T .may be taking
& decisive Hﬂ'n..Upon the sign-

.tiative

ing of the agreement lying bes
fore us the dispute between
the Netherlands and Indo-
nesia concerning West New

Guinea, g dispute which has
already lasted far too long,
will be settled.

During the long and some-
times difficult negotiations
which have preceded the
reaching of a meeting of minds
between our two Governments,
the Netherlands delegation
has - constantly been deeply
conscious of the importance
of the issues involved. Nothing,
however, has weighed more
heavily with us than the con-
sideration that the outcome of
our efforts would directly
affect the fate of the 700,000
Papuans inhabiting West New
Guinea,

The Netherlands Govern-
ment has been, and is, most
deeply concerned with the
well-being of the Papuans. It
is for that reason that the
Netherlands has attached
primary importance to the in-
clusion in the agreement of
provisions safeguarding the
further political, economic,
cultural] and educational de-
velopment of the territory and
its inhabitants, ahd guaran-
teeing for the Papuans, under
active supervision. of the
United Nations, & génuine and
valid exercise of freedom of
choice with rega.rd to t.heir
future.

We wish to thank you, Mr.
Secretary General, for the ini-
you have taken in
bringing the
and for the Invaluable part
you have played in bringing
about a solution of our prob-
lems. We hope that you will
be good enough to transmit

carried out in

parties together.

our thanks also to the mem-

bers of your staff for their in-
dispensable help and advice.
To Ambassador Ellsworth
Bunker, I wish to express our
gsincere appreciation for his
patient and tireless efforts. I
feel we owe him a debt of
gratitude for the impartial

‘way in which he presided over

our informal preliminary

talks at the Huntiand Estate

in Middleburg.

It has proved difficult, and
perhaps, Mr. Secretary Gen-
eral, I should even say at
times more than difficult, to
bring the Netherlands and
Indonesian delegages together.
But once we were gathered
around the conference table
we found that the Indonesian
delegation and ourselves were
equally committed in all sin-
cerily to arrive at a peaceful
solution of our dispute,

Mr. Secretary General, we
have now worked out a de-
tailed settlement on paper.
The -judgment of history on
what we have accomplished
will ultimately depend on the
manneér in which the provie
sions of our agreement are
practice, The
whole world has been closely
watehing: us; it will continue
to do 8o,

The foundations have now
been laid, we hope, for a bete
ter understanding and ultie

mately a happier and fruitful
relationshi between our two*
peoples.
of achievs

countries and our two
For the. possibilit
the realization of this

ing |
hope, the touchstone will be
our mutual good.faith and our
, consistent efforts in fulfilling

the terms of the agreement.
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By U Thant

On this eventful occasion,
when the agreement between
the Republic of Indonesia and

the Kingdom of the Nether-
lands in regard to the future

of West New Guineca (West
Irian) is about to be signed,
I would like first of all to

congratulate the two Govern-
ments on their willingness to
scttle this question by peace-
ful negotiation, and also on
their spirit of ‘“‘give and take”
which has made possible the
conclusion of this agreement.

I am sure I am right in
saying - that, as a result,
there will be not only an eas-
ing of tension in the area, but

-also an increased feeling of

mutual trust and confidence
between the two Govern-
ments. It is a good augury
that, with the signing of this
agreement diplomatic rela-
tions will be marked by the
frigridliness, understanding
and cordiality that have pre-
vailed during these negotia-
tions.

I would also like to take
this opportunity to place on
record, publicly, my gratitude
to Ambassador Ellsworth
Bunker, who has acted on my
behalf during the preliminary
negotiations between the two
Governments and whose pa-
tience, integrity and diplomat-
ic skill have contributed so0
greatly to the successful con-
clusion of this.agreement.

‘There are several unique

fea.tures about this agree-
ment. One is that, if the Gen-

eral Assembly endorses it, the
United Nationg would have -
executive authoris -

temporary
ty (established by ahd under”

the jurisdiction of the Secre-
tary General) over a vast
territory for the first time in
its history. Another is that
the entire expenses to be in-
curred under the terms of this
agreement are to be shared
by the two Governments and
will not impose a burden on
any of the other member Gov-
ernments. Considerable ex-
ecutive responsibilities are
placed on the Secretary Gen-
eral and Secretariat of the
United Nations, some of which
have necessarily to be under-
taken, in the interests of
peace and security, in antici-
pation of the approval of the
General Assembly. It will be
my endeavor and that of my
colleaﬂuee to fulfill these
tasks to the best of our ca-
pacity.

If these responsibilities are
to be discharged to the satis-
faction of all concerned, I
shall need the willing cooper-
ation of both Governments,
especially during the period of
transition. I hope that my
task will be facilitated by the
gsefupulous adherence on the
part of both Governments
to the letter and spirit of
this agreement. Without it
my task would become im-
mensely difficult, and I ear-
nestly appeal €o both Govern-
ments to make their coopera-
tion available to me in the

fullest measure.

Before closing, I would like
to congratulate once again
the representatives of the two
Governmentg on the imminent
signature of this - historic
agreement which, in ling with
the priviciples of ‘the Chagter,
has settled peace!uﬁy & tong-




