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BRINGING SCIENCE TO
THE PUBLIC

The proceedings of the
jubilee congress of the
Australian and New Zea-
land Association for the
Advancement of Science,
which opened in Sydney
yesterday, - will be of
interest by no means
solely to specialists. Lec-
tures have been planned
so that both the .specialist
and the non-specialist will
benefit, and it is evident
that an effort is being

important obstacles to the
advancement of science.
The first is a failure of?
communication, or at
least of éxposition. If the

public is  ill-informed
about the work, the
achievements and the

plans ofgthe scientists in
its midst, %the fault is to
a_considerable extent that
of the scientists them-
sclves. It is most difficult,

admittedly—though it is

“SERVICE — ew Guinea:

N — Sir,;—--ld am’ hn? ex-Servi{ci_g;

. o man, and: neithér a- pacifist

800 Inquiries o Comnuriist, bit’ my.
Each Week reading’ of  contemporary
IR,—Joh Wats of events in South-East Asia and
S »_-ohn ason, Ol New Guinea leads me to coni.
South . Coogee clusions vastly different from

(“S.M.H.” Letters, August
18), writes: “That piece of
trite salesmanship, that ghe Hlnsee dthe ggiegment‘betweﬁu
offending. motorist_may de- Holland and Indonesia as the
fend the charges in a Court, belated —fulfilprent—of .. the-
is not “important,  The Ynderstanding,”reached -at-the
N.R.M.A. evidently advises time of Indonesian ‘indepen-

f : dence, -that control of - West
tll';e tmoto,flst to pay up an_d Irian would be transferred to
shut up. - : i i

Indonesia. - Duich™ intragsi-
In case there is any infer- -genceé and theit dishon urable
eiice that the N.R.M.A. is not <allempt_to_ avoid-_fulfilling

those expressed in

essel recent
“Herald” editorials. .

«“J ingoism” And. 7

f . ‘their obligation have, over the
concerned with the equitable yeats, provoked . the . Indo-

treatment of its members, we. pesiahs to direct action,

— ——age, and ours is a.society, a great increase in _its|

made notonly” toattract “fiot impossible=tq inform
the attention of the general the layman about events
- v ile entif 1
sympathy with scientific without éntangling hi
methods, - achievements-.a-
and gspirations. ~ 7 T
That is a worthy aim, financial, but
and deserves every sup- from the frst.
port. The public needs,
and indeed is only too

follows
The uni-
versities constantly com-
i plain about lacking suffi-
willing, to be informed. It cient money for scientific

it

research and education;
the C.S.LR.O. would like

has long accepted the pro-
position that this is an

which is dominated and is funds; scientjsts  seem
being transformed by- the always to be banding
“dramatic explosion” of round the begging bowl.
scientific knowledge. We Are they justified? A

>} is- werrante

-cases;—however,_mel fection"that we: can -affordto-
charged with breaches of the condemm, vances—the,

-would like to_make it clear  yn. oy inion_the Indo:
that Mr Watson's statemernt nesians have shown  com.|
does not represent the policy mendable restraint in the face
oF practice O = cation,. Fur-

in iy o, whrs_defenc_thrmone, e, sl
g4l service wimex-mn?, “For. -centu
tended. Where an offence has almost completely ignored: the
been committed but there are Paptllﬂt!ls,mp{ﬂerféﬂg_t t?_ﬁcg:'
extenuating circumstances or - céntrate their energieg in ex-
the driverghas a long breach- Pploitigg the wealthier islands
free record, the association of Indonesia. -
makes representations to-the  Finally, is Australia’s treat:
police on the member’s behalf, ment~of the aborigines, or
Many such instances occur, - the—nativés of eastern. New
In the “vast majority of Guinea, such a model of:per-

traffic regulations say thiat Indonesian treatment of - ‘the
they have committed the Papuans in West New
offence and pay the fine,, =~ Guinea? . Your jingoistic ex-

Bach week the N.R.M.A,-hortations and the implication.

all know that, in this fast-
growing and developing
country, much greater em-
phasis needs to be placed
on both the quantity
and the quality of scienti-
fic education and research
—though -not, it should
perhaps be added, to the
detriment of the tradi-
tions of liberal education.

In this country (though
here Australia is anything
but unique) there are two

national scientific advisory
council, to survey the
state of Australian science
as it stands, has been
suggested. The idea is
sound, for the public will
be much more inclined to
have more of its money
allocated to scientific pur-
suits if it is satisfied that
the money now being
spent is  being . wisely
used, without waste or
unnecessary duplication, .

Coexistence In Poland

It has been said that
the Communist Party has
the body of Poland, while
the ~Roman ‘Catholic
Church has its soul. Since
neither can exist without
the other, the argument
runs, each must coexist
with the other. The com-
mon ground of coexist-
ence is Bplish patriotism,
a force still so heavily
surcharged with memories
of 1939-1945 that practi-
cally every Pole, whether
Catholic or Communist,
continués to fear a re-
armed Germany = more
than Russia.

Thus the argument
runs, and there is much
evidence to support it.
- But most of that evidence
- is drawn from the three or
" four 'years following Mr

" Gomulka’s coup in 1956

-~years in which he feared
ny infernal crisis which
give ia an
* remové him,
21960 - his - confi-
. dence has been growing.
. He-has left the peasants
in possession ~of their
private farms, and he
has done" little to en-
forte the nominal and

Cardinal’s

perties and revenues has
been increased until it is
now  crippling. The
Church has been stripped
of almost all its charitable
functions: of 460 chureh
orphanages operating in
1959, only 30 remain.
Church building and re-
building (except in the
cases of historic churches)
has been forbidden. And
an executive order in
1960 and a parliamentary
law in 1961 have been
implemented, cautjously
but steadily, to ban re-
ligious instruction from
State schools and to close

“down fund-starved church |2lmost free of pedestrians.on 60 "1k Arlantic Charter—.
% th .

schools . Is_occasion. with all jts legal weakness—

N . The officer told me that he o5 a pew path for human

Early = this — month |nad been “sent. out to_do, a -endeavour th follow should

Cardinal Wyszynski: hit [job” and procecded ‘to’/make  stand aghast at- this cowardly

back, ' Theé bishops issugd [Qut an: on:the-spot “fi

a pastoral letter condemn-
ing, atheism in forthright
terms. Two years ago Mr
Gomulka might— have
paused or temporised.
This year he retaliated by.
forcibly -closing down - a
convent school in -the
own - diocese
and ejecting the nuns. It
is now doubtful whether
the bishops will be given
visas to  attend | the

handles about 800 legal in-
quiries; arranges about 500-

that Australians should have
bearr prepared to go to war
over West Irian seem to' me

N.RM.A. General Secretary.

SU0 ApPesanCs In COUTS S8 B, prejced.  and
to plead “guilty”; defends be- Mrational. . S
tween 40 and 50 cases, in the (Dr)_ JOHN CHILD.
majority of which the charge Gladesville.
is found proven but the ‘con- . .
viction is not recorded, under - Sir,—Thank you, indeed,
Section 556A of the Crimes for your very po‘yxzrful and
Act; and directly makes repre- moving. editorial, “Aggression
sentations to the police ‘in “Proclaimed Respectable,” One
many cases where it is felt feels ashamed that Holland
that  extenuating circum- Was ﬂ“%S f(:{ce‘! lntohthe &7:;;
tion of allowing her
?itr?:.ccs do mot warraat a New Guinea people to'be now
govérned by Indonesia.

-What hope, after Indo-
ngsian rule, even if it is writ-
ten on United Nations paper,
will. they have  of choosing,
their - ultimate  freedom?
They have, indeed, been
thrown to the. wolves-and the
Communist front thus brotght
on to Australia’s“very door-

H. E. RICHARDS,

Spring Street.

On-the-spot Fine

For Pedestrian

Sir,—The charges of police
revenue-raising apply not only step. o
to parking offences. While Qe feels proud that the
walking with my wife in Pitt “Herald” has championed the
Street recently I was stopped cause of these West Papuans
by a police officer. It appears and shown }(o the fwtohl'ldAtht,
that T was a little to the right Pathetic weakness of the Aus
of .an imaginary centre line (Canon) G. G. O'KEEFFE.
(it *was worn away com- " Double Bay.
pletely),

In a courteous exchange I
pointed out that sincé coming f
to Sydney from London—
where - no such rule then
existed—I had never read of
its being an offence, but aiher the prestige jof our
IOOR%C}'OH (;gntre ]:jﬂes.‘t’f & Jeaders—for none séemed 10
sensible  guide under busy jaise a voice in protest.
conditions. The footpath was P

- -

Sir,—With the conclusion

the  Indonesian-Dutch
agreements on  West New
Guinea, - Australia’s prestige
falls to an all-time low.-* Or

" A world which once looked.

for betrayal of the Papuan people
£1. Thinking that the P“blic’,s,.ﬁ'hoﬂl,i\}c in the »5esterrr). el:ld
goodwill -was “worth more 10" of New Guinea, particularly
the force than a £1 fine I gill: hen United Nations: pundifs
felt confident that un explada- are screaming their heads off
tion with my cheque would forimmediate self-government
result in a refund. How wrong and independerice for the
I was! same race in eastern New

‘About the same time as the Guinea. Freé one lat; ;ns]ave
above incident 1 spent several the other! ' .-
hours -in telephone contact  Surely, soon the péople of
with Hurstville police station ‘the United States will squirm
andthe Water Police report- when they learn  to what

"i*%ﬁéhers ‘who s
‘Guinea by ‘the

apprehension.

~ Up to-date, Sir -Garfield
has given little indication of
awareness ;that the fate of
lDutch _-New _Guinea is
'vilwed by hundreds .0
thousands . of Australians

FMirister—seemed-to-=realise
that the enforced settlement
of the Dutch-Indonesian
dispute - will result in a-dan-

for Australia. -
Indced, the casual observer

wolild - be pardoned -for - be-
lieving: that Sir Garfield. re-

At no stage has this com- Dr Subandrio,
dfg%f"ﬁ“ﬂﬁkﬂi&clﬂf

gerous ‘degree’ of isolation

gards-the affair as one-forself-

By OUR POLIT!

E decreasing number of “stout:

till feel there is

another election must be waiting {
Minister for Externa

tion. . .among. _qurselves,
external  self-determin
which we reject.”

In the light of “l/hag

likely to. :stiggest that
assurance’ given him by
i

last month

“fetritory; -a
. @Guinéa, in particular, st
be treated as-final.

On- his- return to Aus
last month, Sir Garfield
he had told Dr Subandrio
this assurance might ne¢
‘be: formalised at a
appropriate. time. Dr St
drio -agreed this was a
able tourse.” Since the

congratulation,—in—that “an
agreement has been reached
which does represent a peace-
ful solution of this dispute.”
Such &n attitude might "be
understandable in a man<who
appears-to have brought little
to Fedgral Cabinet as Minis-

has been established as ™1
ground” that Australia w
not take the initiative in ¢
ing any new treaty with ]
nesia_ag a result of the
jected handover.

ter for External Affairs except
a colossal vanity, but what
about the Prime Minister, Mr
Menzies, and the other mem-
bers of .the Ministry?

SORRY AFFAIR —

Federal Cabinet will meet
this morning. The first item
on the agenda must surely be
Sir- Garfield’s promised state-
ment to- Parliament. It is
doubtful if he will be ready,
to make it today, but it must
come by tomorrow op Thuis-
day at the latest and it will
provide the last big test whe=
ther-he can measure up.tohis
responsibilities a5 - Australia’s
‘Foreign Minister. .- ] :

. Not -only -Sic-Gaifield; but
the whole Government will
be under. critical examination
for :Australia’s"part in a sorry

ffair,

Sir. Garfield will_surely ex-
pound the Government’s
reaction to the many problems
which must arise from the
enforcgd backdown by the
Netherlands Government to
Indonesian aggression. Leav-
ing the long-term effects of
the new Australian isolation
out of it altogether, Sir Gar-
field will be expected to give
firm answers to the immediate
questions- arising out of the
transfer of West New Guinea
to Indonesia after May 1.

Foremost will be the refu-
gee’ problem, of natives of
‘West New : Guinea who -will
be :logking ‘to - Australia for
asylum.. " Probably a great
number will come under the
headipg of the “Dutch pup-
pets,” so sneeringly referred
to -by. President Soekarno.

Sir Garfield might also be
expected to give a firm
opinjon on Dr Soekarno’s
quibbling about his agreement
to hold a vote -on self-
determination for West New
Guinea in 1969; whether such
self-determination was - going
to be what the - Indonesian
President called “internal self-

RESIDENT KW

sing to his im

Church. Angrily
Church leaders.

But there are probl
for the Church as wel
for Nkrumah in this alp
inevitable clash. It
fairly certain that, soc
or later, there would t
been troubleiGVer the te:
ing being instilled into
young Africans of Gh
and over the chants 1
have been made to lea

Marshalled into the Y
Pioneer movement—offic

determination, self-determina-

described _in Ghana a

ing the danger to boats of a depths their political leaders
convoy of steel pontoons and have fallen by this betrayal,

its. progress -adrift- on the "not only of the simple Pap-

- Y

outgoing tide on George's ‘ans but of the high prin-
Rivar affer niohtfall and vo. nleles tha A ccaninac stamedn
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