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A Word on Freedom

“Nothing can stop a people who have decided to be free’
South Africa s Archbishop Desmond Tutu

The people of West Pgpua have been struggling for freedom and dying under military
rule for nearly 40 years. Freedom in West Papua is often equated with independence but
it ds0 refers to people's dedre for concrete improvements in ther life everything from
wanting to ‘draighten higory’ to land rights respect for indigenous traditions and
tangible improvements in hedth, welfare and education. For the record | do not take a
position on independence.  As outsiders | believe we do not have that right. Nor will we
auffer the consequences.

An independent date is one possble miletone in the long sruggle for freedom.
Independence might solve some problems but it will not solve al problems. While | do
not take a podtion on independence | am unapologetic and resolutdy committed to
upporting sdf-determination for the people of West Pepua. West Papuans have never
had the opportunity to fredy determine what politicadl arangement best supports their
aspirations.  This may well be an independent state but it could dso be something like the
specid autonomy package earmarked for West Papua, free association, a land rights
based gpproach, some sort of federd arangement or even something else tha reflects
indigenous beiefs and traditions. This booklet is based on the premise tha the role of
Audraians who want to stand up for West Papua is not b support an outcome we think
is best but to support West Pgpuans concrete aspirations and throw our energy behind just
and peaceful processes for change sdf-determination, upholding humaen rights, and
working to protect the living land West Pgpuans intimately depend upon.



I ntroduction

For nearly four decades, West Pgpuans have endured an illegd and often bruta
occupation by Indonesds military forces. The plight of the West Pegpuan people is
smilar to that of the East Timorese. In 1999 Audrdia stood up for the East Timorese. It
istime we did the same for the West Pgpuans.

Given the long, largely forgotten and seemingly intractable conflict in West Papua let me
begin with a preposterous cam: despite the illuson of Indonesds monalithic
invincibility, in redlity Indonesd s rule in West Papuais fragile and subject to removd.

Indonesias occupation of West Pgpua is extremey vulnerable on two counts.  Firdly,
repression breeds dissent. Jakarta's response to resstance is not to address underlying
Papuan grievances but has aways been more represson, sometimes overt, increasngly
covert. Sometimes fear descends and open rebdlion disspates. But in the hearts and
minds of Papuans, dreams of freedom are nourished and take root. Jekarta knows this.
Consequently, while the core causes of the conflict remain unresolved Indonesian rule in
West Pgpua cannot be maintained without represson on a near continual bass. Yet each
act of represson only stokes the fires of dissent and deepens fedings of dienaion
anongd West Pgpuans.  With each human rights violaion West Pgpua dips further
through Jekarta's fingers. The legitimacy of Indonesian military rule in West Pegpua is
further eroded and exposed by the resolute peacefulness of West Pgpuans, who continue
to seek peaceful ways to rexolve the conflict even when met with State sanctioned
violence.

Secondly, Jekarta is utterly dependent on diplomatic, military and economic support from
international  dites to maintain the occupation: diplomatic recognition of the fraudulent
1969 Act of Free Choice, multinationa corporate investment, and military ad to the
Indonesian military. In turn, Jekartas wesern dite dlies like the Audrdian government
and Audtrdian based corporations depend on ordinary people like workers, soldiers and
ordinary citizens to cary out ther policies In many cases the cooperdtion of these
groups of people is tenuous and could be withdrawn. As a result, despite the illuson of
Indonesia s monalithic invincibility, in redity, Indonesa s rulein West Pgpuaisfragile.

International grassroots withdrawa of support for Indonesian military rule in West Papua
will wesken the legitimacy of the regime and drengthen the dtruggle for freedom.  This
smdl booklet encourages you to play your part and suggests where to focus efforts to
create change. Jakarta and Canberra want your cooperation to maintain what is an illega
and often brutal occupation maintained by military force. By standing up for West Papua
you will add your strength to a people determined to be free.

[In this booklet the Indonesian regime in West Papua is described as an occupation
because that seems the most accurate word to describe the reality. When | refer to
Indonesian military rule in West Papua | refer to a policy and systemof rule. | love and
respect Indonesian people and have always found them to be warm, hospitable and
unfailingly friendly.]



West Papua: an issue whose time has come

Wes Pegpua is a breathtakingly beautiful land unbelievably rich in naturd resources.
Less than 150 km from Audrdia and bordering the independent dtate of Pgpua New
Guinea, West Pgpua has a landmass roughly haf the sze of New South Waes.
Indonesia and West Papua were former Dutch colonies. e Republic of Indonesia was
cregted in 1949 when it was officidly granted independence after a long struggle againgt
their former colonid masters.

Recognisng that West Papua had no strong political and culturd ties with Indonesia, the
Dutch retained control of the territory and with support from Audtrdia, began to prepare
West Pgpua for independence. Indonesia, however, maintained its clam to al the former
Dutch territory and conflict erupted. Concerned that Indonesia was seeking support from
the Russans, the United States brokered an agreement between the Netherlands and
Indonesa. It was the cold war and the United States and other Western powers like
Australia consdered West Pgpua a price worth paying to stop Indonesa’s perceived drift
towards communism.  West Pgpuans were excluded from consultations, which findly
resulted in the 1962 New York Agreement. While limited the New York agreement did
dipulate that the West Pagpuans politicd and human rights were to be upheld.
Trandtiond authority was assumed by the United Nations who quickly passed authority
over to Indonesia on the condition that there was to be an internationaly acceptable act of
sf-determination within Sx years.

The 1969 act of sdf-determination was cdled the Act of Free Choice. A cursory
ingpection of the process soon shows why West Papuans cdl it the Act of No Choice.
West Papuans paliticad and human rights were fundamentaly violated. 1022 West
Papuan men, less than 1% of the populatiion were handpicked by Indonesians and under
duress and outright violence were told to ‘vot€ for integration with Indonesa Those
tha campaigned for independence were imprisoned, besten or disgppeared. Whole
villagers were drafed and bombed from the air. Thousands fled into neghbouring
Audrdian adminisgered New Guinea. During the turmoil two West Papuans boarded a
light arcraft to dert the United Nations Generd Assembly to the travesty of injudtice that
was taking place.  When they landed on Manus Idand, in what was then Audrdian
adminigered New Guinea, the Audrdian officids a the request of the Indonesan
forégn miniger a the time, areted and jaled them. In this cimae of fear, not
surprisngly 100% of those who ‘participated in the Act of Free Choice ‘chose’ to
remain with Indonesa

Both armed resistance by the OPM (Free Papua Movement) and unarmed resistance,
manly in the form of peeceful flag rasngs continued. Following the fdl of Suhato in
1998 widespread peaceful public expressons of the people's aspirations culminated in
the formation of a pardld parliament, the Pgpuan Presdium Council (PDP) with a clear
mandate to pursue independence.  The leadership committed itsdf to a path of peaceful
didogue and ‘the draightening of hisory’. However, dfter the initid euphoria fdt by
West Papuans during this flowering of the ‘Pgpuan Spring’ in August 2000 the military



acted quickly to reassert their control over the province. In November 2001 the leader of
the PDP, Theys Eluay, was assassinated by Kopassus, Indonesian Specia Forces.

At the same time Jekarta gave the province Specid Autonomy in an effort to resolve the
long-ganding conflict. However, ingead of implementing the legidaion — one that the
vast mgority of West Pgpuans rgect — Jakarta is now attempting to divide the province
into three. A move that not only contradicts grester sdf rule supposedly guaranteed
under Specid Autonomy but one that is seen by West Pgpuans as an atempt to
undermine ther identity and which many fear will ultimady see a dramdic increase in
the numbers of military personnel sationed in the contested territory.

Although a blanket of fear has returned to the resource rich province, West Papuans
continue to credtively search for peaceful ways to ress what they dmost universdly
describe as an occupation secured by internationd fraud for the purpose of exploitation.
Theft by outsders maintained by military violence. In 1999 Audrdian’s did themsdves
proud and stood up for the East Timorese. It's time we did the same for the West

Papuans.



Why does | ndonesia want West Papua?

There are prevailing higtoricd, politicd and economic reasons why Indonesia wanted and
dill wants to rule West Papua.  These reasons are necessary to understand because of the
way they work to reinforce Indonesas determination to retain West Pgpua even a the
expense of gross human rights violations.

The Indonesian consensus is that West Papua is part and parce of the territory of the
Republic of Indonesa, an aea that included the entire former Dutch Eagt Indies, from
‘Sabang to Merauk€. For many Indonesans West Pgpua is a place of exile for
nationdist heroes who ressed Dutch rule.  The territory became in academic Ben
Anderson’s words, a ‘sacred ste in the nationd imagining and it ill remains a rdlying
point for Indonesan nationdiam. The current Indonesan presdent Megawati
Sukarnoputri recently said that ‘... without Irian Jaya (the former Indonesian name for
West Papua), Indonesia is not complete. Many Indonesans gill perceive Indonesia as
the liberator of West Papua.

Politically, Indonesa was a ndion imagined and cregted in the context of a liberaion
struggle againgt the Dutch. The concept of an Indonesan state was dways grounded in
politica gruggle.  Indonesan liberation fighters resolutely ressted gppeds to nationdism
based on ethnicity or religion. For this reeson West Pgpua is consdered an integral part

of the Indonesan State precisdly to demondrate that Indonesa was a political concept
and not based on religion or ethnicity.

West Pgpua is a land of unbdievable wedth. It has extensve minerd deposts including
nickel, gold and copper as wel as ail, naurd gas, vaduable tropicd timber and fisheries.
Whilg a potent combination of colonid history and nationalism motivated Indonesas
initid push into West Papua, the continued occupation is sgnificantly sustained by the
abundance of natura resources and the high levels of wedth this generates for Indonesian
and internationd corporate, government and military dite.  Up to 70-80% of the
Indonesan military’s budget is generated by militay owned and run busnesses.
Through legd foundetions, legitimate busnesses and illegd activity such as extortion,
drug-running, gun-running, proditution, illegd logging, illegd mining, illegd fishing and
the smuggling and sde of flora and fauna, the Indonesan military has its fingers firmly in
the economic pie. On one hand the Indonesan military sees itsdf as the defender of the
nation and on the other it operates like a mafia who will do anything to protect their
€conomic interests.

These higtorica, ideologicad and economic factors codesce into a strong determination
by Indonesas dite¢s to hold onto West Papua a al costs. West Pagpua is as one
Indonesan diplomat sad to me ‘something to die for. In redity it has become
something to kill for.



Why Audralia supports Indonesan military rule in
West Papua

Audrdian foreign policy towards Indonesa has dways been pragmatic and ambivaent.
Audrdia supported the 1975 invason of East Timor and for 24 years indgted that the
former Portuguese colony was an inseparable part of the archipelago. In 1999, as a result
of massve public outcry Audrdia reversed that policy and sent in troops to protect East
Timoree from the orgy of violence unlesshed by the Indonesan military. Faling to
learn the lessons of East Timor Audtrdians continue to not only turn our back on West
Papuans, we kick them while they are down.

Foreign policy towards West Papua has been lacking in wisdom, courage or foresight.
During the 1950's Ausdrdia supported the notion of unification between the two haves
of New Guinea, even going as far as dgning a joint statement on development and sdf-
determination with the Dutch in 1957. John Ker (who later became Governor Generd)
even went as fa as proposng a Mdanesan federation that united the two haves
separated by an atificid border. By 1962, however, Austrdia had executed a 180-degree
policy back-flip even to the point of forcibly detaining West Pgpuan dissenters to
Indonesan rule who sought sanctuary in what was then Audrdian adminisered New
Guinea. The underlying factor that characterises these policy contortions has dways
been the eagerness of political and corporate dites to put their own interests above those
of ordinary people and if necessary protect these interests by military force,

The Audtraian government currently supports continued Indonesian rue over West
Papuafor three reasons. Firdly, as the most populous Mudim country in the world
Indonesia has become a much wooed dly in the so cdled ‘war againg terror’. In this
regard ordinary Audrdians and ordinary Indonesians have much in common, we are both
resgting elite support for a*war on terror’ that is eroding civil liberties and escalating
conflict. Secondly, Audradian corporations, particularly in the mining sector, have
heavily invested in Indonesia. Corporate profits are prioritised over justice. Thethird
reason Audtradia supports Indonesian military rule in West Papuais Srategic. Any
conflict in West Pgpua will inevitably affect regiond stability. The Audrdian
government supports Indonesiain an attempt to keep the lid onregiond tensons.
Ironicdly, however, it isthe international community’ s unwillingness to confront and
help resolve the causes of conflict in West Papuathat is fueling tensonsin this troubled
and beautiful land.



Why Focuson Australia? Why Not Focus on
Indonesia?

While West Pgpuans and progressve Indonesans can work to ater Indonesas will to
continue the occupation, a crucid role of the internationd <olidarity movement is to
devedlop campaigns to undermine Jekartas power to mantan the occupation. In
Audrdia this will happen not by directing campaigns a the Indonesan government,
something Audrdians have little leverage over anyway, but by directing campagns a
the ways ordinary people in Audrdia help Audrdian elites support Jekartals occupation
of West Pgpua. Rather than focus on trying to change Indonesan policy, | argue that
people who want to stand up for west Papua should do so by focusing their efforts on
persuading those groups within Audtradia who support the occupation to withdraw their
support.  In Audrdia that means focusng on the way the Audrdian government upholds
the Act of Free Choice and ads the Indonesian military violence. It dso means taking a
stand againgt corporate exploitation and for environmental protection.

There ae two other reasons for focusng on Audrdia  Firdly, Audrdia provides
sgnificant support to the occupation. Secondly, Audrdia is the mgor power in the
region, and is seen as such by people in the West Papua. For better or worse, the
Audrdian government's policy and the attitude of government representatives, civil
savants and civil society, will have a mgor bearing on conflict in the region. In the
period following the events in Eagt Timor in 1999, Audrdids internationa standing was
increased, particularly in the eyes of the United States, which was happy to let Audrdia
assume the leadership role. Whether Audtrdia does the same for West Papua depends on
youand|.

10



Standing up for West Papua

The fdllowing sections outline how Austrdia profits from and supports the occupation. It
is divided into three broad campaign domains diplomatic, military and economic support
for military rule in West Papua

It is vitdly important to desgn nonviolent campaigns in support of West Papuans with
the following two broad strategic objectivesin mind.

1. Undermining Audrdian dite support for the occupation. Strategicaly directed action
in Audrdia will undermine Jekartas power in West Pgpua and strengthen the hand of
West Papuans struggling for freedom.

2. Build a movement of people who will stand-up for West Papua.  This is the dow but
sgnificant work of research, rdationship building, community education, dliances and
cooperétive action.

Actions will be effective to the extent that they are focused on the sources of Audrdian
support for the occupation, maintain nonviolent discipline, maximise opportunities for
participation and capture the imagination of the public.

Justice Denied!

The Audrdian government supported the 1969 Act of Free Choice and continues to
uphold the fiction that the sham referendum was a legitimate act of sdf-determination.
Reversng earlier support for West Peapuan sdf-determination and the posshbility of a
unified idand of New Guinea, the Audraian government did what it could to ensure the
Act of Free Choice lead to integration with Indonesa The Audrdian military collected
evidence of Indonesan drocities directed towards West Pgpuan civilians, including
evidence of rapes, beatings, lootings and torching of villages. The Federd Government
concedled this information from the Augtralian public.

Declassfied United States government and United Nations documents given to Audrdia
before the Act of Free Choice took pace estimated that 95% of the West Papuan people
supported independence, and therefore that the Act of Free Choice would be a mockery.
Despite this Audtrdia continued to support the Act of Free Choice and gave their support
to Indonesas proposd to srgp a ‘one peson one Vvote€  system.

When West Papuans ressted the Audrdian government helped ensure their voices would
be dlenced. In May 1969, a the request of the Indonesan government Austraian
officias arested and detained Willem Zonggonau and Clemens Runawery, two West
Papuans who tried to travel to the United Nations in New York to protest the conduct of
the United Nations. Manus Idand in Audradian adminigered New Guinea when the plane
they were traveling in was forced to refud. The men were prohibited from leaving
Manus Idand and their protest went unheard. When the Indonesian military got wind of
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the men’'s departure they were furious and darted to seek retribution.  Terrified, Willem
Zonggonau's younger Sdter fled across the borde with thousands of other refugees
where Audrdian officids detaned her.  During this time Audrdia shared inteligence
relaionship with the Indonesa military. This rdaionship continues to this day and
intelligence on border movements is dill shared with the Indonesan military.

Audrdia played an active role in ensuring that the UN Generd Assembly accepted the
result of the Act of Free Choice without debate. Ausdraia lobbied countries that were
concerned about the conduct of the vote, including Madta and severd West African
countries that supported self-determination for West Papua.

In early 1999, Audrdian government documents relaing to the period surrounding the
Act of Free Choice were released under the 30-year rule. These documents are held in
the Nationa Archives of Audrdia in Canberra, and formed the bass for Mark Worth's
excdlent documentary 'Act of No Choice, screened on SBS Datdlinein 1999.

In bed with South-East Asa's largest terrorist
organisation

Audrdia is inimately involved with Indonesan military. The Audrdian Defence Force
trans the Indonesan militay and Audrdian ams companies am the Indonesan
military. Audrdiaaso shares inteligence information.

TheIndonesan military’slinkswith terrorist groupsin Indonesia

The Indonesan military has dose links with Jeemah Idamiyah, suspected by many as
being behind the Bdi bombing. Laskar Jhad (Holy Wariors), a group within the J
network enjoys the protection and support of the Indonesan military. In recent years
they have edablished themsdves in West Pgpua  The Indonesan military provides
training and wegpons to Laskar Jhad as wel as opportunities to participate in legd and
illegdl business ectivities.

Perhaps the most notorious group in Indonesia who routindy uses violence to achieve
politica ends is Kopassus, the Indonesian Specid Forces. Kopassus was the group who
amed, trained and organised militias in East Timor. The same group who murdered the
West Papuan independence leader, Theys Eluay in November 2001. The Indonesian
military, induding Kopassus has aso been accused by the West Pgpuan human rights
group, Elsham of killing 3 teachers from the giant Fregport mine in the bid to extort

money.

The Indonesian military has waged war and sowed terror across the archipeago. It is the
major source of insecurity for al Indonesians from Aceh to West Pgpua.  In the case of
West Papua, no-one knows for sure how many have died during the last forty years but
killings have been on such a scale as to thresten the very survivd of the West Papuan
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people. Far from helping stop violence and terrorism, foreign support for the Indonesian
military only makes them more effective, efficient and professona human rights abusers.

Militarism and savage capitalism

There is ds0 a direct link between savage capitdisn and militarism.  Corporae
exploitation in West Pepua is directly facilitated by militarism. Resource extraction
indudtries are a lucraive source of income for the Indonesan military (dso known as the
TNI). According to academic activis Ledey McCulloch and retired Audrdian Army
officer, Robert Lowry, the Indonesan military only receives 20%-30% of its operating
budget from the sate. The remainder is made up from legd and illegd business activity.

The hand-in-glove rdationship between globa capitd and the TNI is characterised by
shared interet and mutua dependency. If multinationds resst the TNI's involvement in
places like West Papua, the military seks to extort money and/or engineer incidents that
cregte the pretext for them providing a security presence with the am of leveraging
greater economic advantage. Consequently, many corporate dites fed that they have to
engage the military to protect busness interests, whils the TNI view multinationa
investment as a legitimate source of persond income and inditutiond financid support.
In fact, the digtinguished outspoken Indonesan academic, George Aditjondro, who has
soent many years sudying the financid interests of the Indonesan military, argues that it
is impossible for any company to do business in Indonesia without some links to either
the police or the military. This is certainly the case with gold and copper mine, Freegport.
Megawati Sukarnoputri’s civilian Defence minister, Juwono Sudarsono, recently
conceded that the military incited unrest a Freeport to highlight the benefits of ther
presence. The loca commander requested and received payments considered ‘necessary’
for operdtiona costs. As a result, Fregport/Rio-Tinto paid TNI a one off payment of U.S
$35 miillion and pledged annud contributions of U.S $11 million.

Audtralian support for the TNI

Although the support the Audrdian government provides to the TNI is extremey amdl
when compared with that of the United States or Britain, it is an extremey dgnificant
pat of a policy framework that heps legitimise the TNI, drengthens the culture of
impunity surrounding the TNI, and helps create a dabile dimate seen by the market as
conducive for foreign investment, even though that ability Sts on top of a socid
volcano. Campaigns to dter the will and undermine the power of those who support
Augrdids militay reationship with the TNI will hdp delegitimise the TNI and
srengthen the hand of those in Indonesia and West Pgpua working to end human rights
abuses by the military, end impunity and return the military to the barracks.

Australian companiesarm the TNI
Audrdia ams the TNI, dthough what is supplied and who supplies is conceded by

commercid in confidence agreements. What | do know from Depatment of Defence
documents is that in 1999/2000 Audrdia sent 14 shipments of military ad — weapons,
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ammunition and military equipment and 207 shipments of did-use goods (goods that can
be used for both military and civilian purposes) to Indonesa In 2000/2001 Audrdia
sent 11 shipments of wegpons, ammunition and military equipment and 143 shipments of
dud- use goods to Indonesia.

The Audrdian government aso supplies Nomad survellance arcraft to the TNI.  As
recently as this year Nomad arcraft were used in military operations in West Papua.
Nomads are adso used to monitor the maritime border between Audraia and Indonesia,
effectively subcontracting the TNI as bouncers to keep out refugees.

In addition the Audrdian government agency, the Export Finance and Insurance
Corporation dso provides loans to the Indonesan government for military equipment.
For example during the 1998-1999 financid year the EFIC loaned the Indonesian
government US $5.1 million dollars to help buy equipment and services for military
trangport arcraft.  Whilg ‘commercid in confidence agreements maintain the vell of
secrecy surrounding arms dedls, mgor Audrdian and Audrdian based ams companies
include Audrdian Defence Indudries (ADI), Tenmnix and SMA (Scientific Management
Associates).

These arms companies depend on workers and union members.  Ironicaly, weapons,
ammunition and military equipment made by workers in Audrdia could well be used to
repress workers in Indonesa, where the TNI and Indonesan police sysematicdly use
violence and intimidation againg labour organisers and people ressing the socid and
environmental impacts of loca and multinationad corporations. The principd union for
workers a ADI plants around the country is the Audrdian Manufacturing Workers
Union (AMWU). The MUA (Maitime Union of Audrdia) is dso responsble for
loading many of the shipments destined for export.

It is not unredidic to envisage unions supporting action to hat military aid to Indonesa
After dl they were at the forefront of action in support of East Timor. The MUA aso has
a long and glorious higory of internationd solidarity and has supported liberation
sruggles within Indonesa without fear or favour. The AMWU was one of eeven unions
who sgned a memorandum of understanding with West Pgpuan independence leaders,
Jacob Rumbiak and Rev. Dr. Martin Luther Wanma in September, 2000. ‘The purpose of
this Memorandum of Underdanding is to express solidarity with the aspirations of the
West Pgpuan people....” The firg point of the memorandum expresses union concern
about human rights abuses committed by the TNI.

Audraliatrainsthe TNI

Although the United States is the principa provider of military training to the TNI, the
Audrdian Defence Forces (ADF) are an important provider of training to the Indonesian
military. For over ten years Audrdia trained members of the TNI who organised militia
violence in Eag Timor. Audrdia then went into East Timor to protect ordinary East
Timorese from the very people we had traned. Depite the popular impresson that
Audrdia ceased to am and tran the Indonesan military after the Indonesan military
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and militia orchedtrated violence in East Timor in September 1999, according to the
Defence Miniger ‘Audrdia mantained defence relations with TNI. At no time was the
relaionship severed. ADF and TNI personnd remained in each other’s country
throughout the crisis period.’

It is indructive to remember that years of traning the Indonesan militay may have
limited military engagements between the Audrdian and Indonesan Defence Forces in
Eagt Timor in 1999, but it did nothing to reduce violence againgt the East Timorese by
the TNI and prevent the torching of East Timor during the orgy of post-ballot destruction
in September 1999. Defence cooperation between Audraia and Indonesa may have
stopped Indonesian boys killing white Audtrdian boys but it certainly did nothing to stop
the Indonesan military daughtering East Timorese and razing the country to the ground.
In the end, ADF personne were sent to East Timor to protect ordinary East Timorese
from the very people Audtrdia had armed and trained.

In the 1999 to 2000 financid year Audrdia traned 56 members of the Indonesan
military. During 2000 to 2001 this figure incressed to 72. (Laer figures are not yet
avalable). These soldiers were trained a bases around Audrdia and given Audrdian
government scholarships to study at Audtrdian universities.  Between 1999 and 2001 the
totad cost to the Audrdian taxpayer was over $10 million dollars. Since the Bdi
bombing the Audrdian Government has aso advocated resuming combet training with
Kopassus. The aming and training (including norrcombat training) of the Indonesian
military by Audrdia not only supports the organisationa capacity and effectiveness of
the Indonesan militay to mantan thar occupaion in West Papua, it aso heps
legitimise the Indonesian military as amilitary that respects human rights.

ADF resstanceto military tieswith Indonesia

Since Audraias peacekeeping operation in East Timor, however, ADF personnd, have
become increesing politicised. As a result, not only could the ADF be influenced by
external public dissent about defencerdated activities with the TNI, the ADF is dso
subject to interna dissent within the military and defence department. One drategic god
for those who support grester debate over the Audrdian governments relationship with
the TNI is to help creste and widen spaces for internad dissent within the ADF and
defence depatment.  This will help undermine the power of the ADF and the Audrdian
government to support TNI represson, not just in West Papua but aso throughout the
Indonesian archipelago.

Dissent within the armed forces is more widespread than is popularly believed. In 1999
top-secret intdligence information was lesked to sympathetic supporters when it became
cler the government was not teking into condderation information that clearly showed
the TNI were respongble for militia violence in Eagt Timor but was ingead pursuing
ther own agenda and interets.  This dissent has continued.  Disgppointed that
information has 4ill not been shared with United Nations daff invedigating serious
crimes in East Timor, Defence Signas Directorate (DSD) officers recently exposed the
cover-up by lesking documents to The Age. Amongst many ADF personnel, one officer
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sys hdf-jokingly, TNI sands for ‘Trus No Indonesan'. The previoudy staunch
goologig for Suharto, former minider for foreign affars, Gareth Evans, who once
clamed that the invason of East Timor was ‘irreversbleé now admits (to his credit) that
‘many of our earlier traning efforts helped only to produce more professond human
rights abusers’

I nvesting in violence and ecological destruction

Multinationd companies operating in West Papua are locked into an uneasy reaionship
with the Indonesan military who facilitate exploitation by providing security. Punder by
multinational corporations results in massve ecologicad dedtruction.  These corporations
are ether Audtrdian owned, part owned or based in Austraia.

Freeport

In December 1994, covered in mud and naked except for the traditionad highland penis
gourd, Amungme tribal chief Tuarek Narkime waked the long road from his village in
Banti up to Tembagapura, the Fregport company town. Confronting Freeport officids, te
sad smply, “Gentlemen, | am angry with God. Why has He created such beautiful
mountains, valeys and rivers, rich with minerds and placed us — the indigenous peoples
— here in this place that attracts so many people from around the world to come, exploit
our resources, and kill us?

Freeport McMoRan, the United States based company which owns and operates the
gargantuan gold and copper mine makes over a million dollars U.S profit per day, and its
CEO, Bob Moffett is one of the highest paid in the industry. The company is one of
Indonesid's ‘largest corporate taxpayers, among the biggest private employers and one of
the top exporters. Freeport started operations in 1967, two years before the question of
sovereignty was even resolved.  The company’s supply base is in Carns, Audrdia

Supplies for the mine are the responghility of the 100% Audrdian owned company
Internationa Purveying Incorporated (1P1).

Freeport is literdly moving a mountain to mine gold and copper. This mountain is the
indigenous Amungme people's ancestral grandmother.  Freeport has cut off her head and

is now digging out her somach. Her remains are strewn across the landscape.  Rock
wade fills two highland vdleys In 1999 a massve rock pile collgpsed into Lake

Wamego, causing amassive tidal wave that killed four workers.

The rivers are the Amungme's ancestrd Grandmothers milk but talings have poisoned
the water and destroyed over 100,000 square kilometers of rainforest, the Amungme and
Kamoro's people ancestrad land and source of livelihood. Experts believe that forest die
back as a result of poisoning will increase dramaticaly. These talings are deposited into
the Aghawaghon, Otomona and Ajkwa rivers a the staggering rate of over 200,000
tonnes a day. To place this amount in context, consder that BHP s controversa Ok Tedi

mine - which was later abandoned by the company because of environmentd damage —
dumped tailings into the Fly River at the rate of over 80,000 tonnes per day.

16



The Indonesan militay provides most of the security a the mine, supported by
Fregport’s security personnel. Over 220 people have been killed by ether the Indonesian
military or by Freeport security personnd. No-one has been held to account. According
to Indonesas Nationd Commisson on Humen Rights (Komnas HAM), human rights
violations ‘are directly connected to [the TNI] ... acting as protection for the mining
busness of PT Fregport Indonesa’ Because the TNI is so intimaey involved with
Freeport, the Amungme people have concluded that ‘the root cause of the human rights
violationsis Freeport’.

The Australian connection

To continue to extract these resources, multinational companies do not dgnificantly
depend on the people whose land they exploit, but on the support of employees,
contractors, unions, suppliers, people who transport supplies, shareholders, investment
fund managers, internationd financid inditutions and export credit, finance and
insurance agencies as well as governments and public opinion.  This relationship has
transnationd dimensions.

The Freeport mine, is dgnificantly dependent on Audrdia.  Fregport's supply base is in
Carns.  The provison of supplies is coordinated by the Carns-based 100% owned
Audrdian purveying company, Intenationa Purveying Incorporated (IP1), who buys
from ‘some 740 Audrdian companies ... including 296 in Carns. According to the
chair of the Carns Chamber of Commerce, Freeport (through [.P.I) is the largest
purchaser of goods in Carns generdting at least AUS $50-70 million dollars worth of
business for loca companies each year. Fruit and vegetables for Fregport employees are
supplied by Tong Sing, a Carns based supplier. Beef is supplied from cattle Stations in
the Northern Territory, some of which are believed to be owned by the Bakrie Brothers,
an Indonesian conglomerate that has 10% shares in PT Freeport Indonesia

The vast bulk of these goods, dong with a range of materias necessary for maintaining
the infragructure of the mine and the three townships that supply the mine, ae
transported to West Papua every ten days by Freeport’s supply ship, the Java Sea. In
1997, the MUA locked horns with the Audrdian government and Patrick Stevedores
over atempts to de-unionise Audrdian wharves. The MUA purposgfully chose the Java
Sea as the boat to drike againgt.  This dtrike was successful.  The MUA dso singled out
Freeport for action during the TNI orchedrated militia violence in Eagt Timor in
September 1999. In addition to refusing to load Indonesan cargo, particularly those with
high-level links to the TNI, Newcastle MUA members aso refused to load grinding bdls
destined for Freegport on board the Arktis Fantasy. Freight is dso supplied by ar from
Dawin and Carns. In addition, most of the expariate employees including severd
hundred contractors, regularly fly into either Darwin or Cairns on recregtiond leave.

Fregport is ds0 heavily supported by the Audrdian British mining giant, Rio Tinto, a

company whose name is ‘synonymous with abuse of socid, labour, environmenta and
human rights wherever they operateé says mining watchdog the Minerd Policy Inditute.
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Rio Tinto, holds an effective 20% stake in Fregport’'s West Papua operations through its
13% equity stake in Fregport McMoRan. In addition, Rio Tinto holds a 40% of the
Grasberg deposit.

The mgor Audrdian unions associated with Fregport are the MUA, who handle freight
to and from the mine, the CFMEU, whose members work at the mine, and the TWU, who
savice flights from Cairns to Timika and Darwin to Timika According to an Audrdian
Government report, ‘Fregport ships dl of its supplies from Audrdia through Carns’
Mining companies such as Freeport are adso heavily dependent on large injections of
cgpitd from invesment funds, financid inditutions, and support from insurance agencies
and export credit agencies to begin, expand and continue resource extraction.
Increasingly this finance is being politicised. For example, in 1994, as a rexult of
widespread environmental and human rights concerns, the United States Oversess Private
Investment Corporation (OPIC) cancelled Freeport's political risk insurance.  According
to Hugh Morgan, the CEO of the Audrdian-based mining transnationd Western Mining
Corporation (WMC), financid redtraints caused by the incressing requirement to be
culturdly and environmentdly sendtive coupled with the increesng difficulty of
securing capitd, ‘ are effectively “sarving” the mining industry of funds'.

BHP-Billiton’s open pit nickel mine planned for Gag Idand

Gag Idand is an underwater paradise. On this 12 square kilometer idand surrounded by
fringing cord reefs, BHP-Billiton plans to establish an open pit mine on two-thirds of the
idand and refuses to rule out dumping toxic waste directly into the ocean, a practice
outlawved in Audrdia The other options for waste digposd include gtrip mining the
idand section by section or building a talings dam in a andl vdley in the north of the
idand. Thisvdley is home to indigenous peopl€ s food gardens.

Gag is dtuated in the ecologicdly diverse Rga Ampat archipelago located gpproximately
150 km North-West of Sorong. Gambir, the only village on the idand has a population of
around 600 people who depend on their gardens and fishing for food. Recent marine
aurveys in the Rga Ampa archipdago have discovered hundreds of fish, mollusc and
coral species previoudy unknown to science. Locd people have been told little about the
company’sintentions. The mineis yet to begin operations.

BP'sTangguh LNG GasProject

Built around Bintuni Bay, the dte of the South East Adds second largest mangrove
foregt, the US$2 billion Tangguh (‘al powerful’) project will involve three ges fidds a
processing plant, accommodation complex (‘new town’), ardrip, pipeline and port
fecilities There will be a least two offshore gas plaforms in the Bintuni Bay, which will
feed LNG via pipdine to the processng plant on the southern sde of the Bay.

BP expects the project to be qoerating by 2006, and to supply gas for at least 30 years.

There are ds another potential eight gas fidds in the Bay. Activigs hold serious
concerns tha like Freeport, the project will result in grave human rights violations as the
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Indonesan military engineers ‘incidents to judify their presence and lever economic
benefits.  Generd Mahidin Smbolan, ex-East Timor commeander, recently visted the
mine dte uninvited with a posse of amed men. Activids are closdy monitoring the
company’s socid and environmental impact. BP is hoping the project will be a
demondration of socidly and environmentadly responsible resource extraction.  Critics
point to the companies past record in Colombia and esawhere as well as the fact tha
Pertaming, the Indonesan State Oil and Gas company ultimately has the find say in wha
goes ahead in Bintuni Bay.
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What you can do

333

7?
7?

Tdl your friends and colleagues about West Papua.
Digolay a dicker.

? Voice your concern. Write letters to politicians, newspapers and ring up tak -back

radio.

Join Amnesty Internationd’s Indonesa lig and advocate for West Pgpuan and
Indonesian politica prisoners.

Organise for a speaker to speak about West Papua. Contact your loca support
group at the back of this booklet.

Join a support group and get active. Find out where your nearest support group is
at the back of this booklet.

Form your own West Papua support group at your school, campus, workplace or
neighbourhood

Support the campaign financiadly: Make cheques payable to: The Free West
Papua Collective and send them to: P.O.Box 2091, Lygon St North, East
Brunswick 3057.

? Join aPBI team in Indonesia. (www.peacebrigades.org)

? Pray!

The Act of Free Choice

7?

7?

7?

Write to the Secretary-Generd of the United Nations requesting him to initiate a
review of the conduct of the United Nations during the Act of Free Choice,

Write to your locd federd member and federa senator requesting them to support
a paliamentary inquiry into the conduct of the Audrdian government in West
Papua between 1962 and 19609.

Urge groups or organisaions you are involved with to write letters. A sample
letter is attached at the back of this booklet.

Audtralian military tieswith Indonesa

7?

7?

7?

7?

Condder paticipaing in a traning to prepare for nonviolent action to resst
Audtrdian support of the Indonesian military.

If you work in an Arms factory support moves for grester transparency of arms
sold to Indonesia. Leak information about what is supplied to Indonesia

If you help transport military aid to Indonesia, lesk information about what is
upplied.

If you are a soldier educate yoursdf and fellow soldiers about West Papua, East

Timor, Aceh and the higory of human rights violaions by the Indonesian
military.
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?? Lek information about Audtrdian defence cooperation with the TNI. Contact the
Free West Papua Callective at info@freewestpapua.com

?? Speak-up for moves to support greater transparency and accountability
surrounding military relaions with Indonesa and a refusal to provide military ad
to countries with poor human rights backgrounds.

?7? If you are a dudent, researcher, work in a Universty or have access to
information about scholarships provided to Indonesan military officers contact
the FWPC at info@freewestpapua.com

?7? If you work a EFIC lesk information about Audrdian government financid
support for the Indonesian military.

?? If you are an experienced researcher consder making your skills available.
Corporate exploitation in West Papua

?? Support moves for extraterritorid regulation of Audrdian corporations operating
oversess. Badcdly this means that Audrdian corporaions have to obey the same
rules overseas asthey do in Audtrdia

?? If you are a shareholder in a company operating in West Pgpua consider engaging
in shareholder activism. Contact the Free West Papua Collective at
info@freewestpapua.com (Freeport’s shareholders have aready raised concerns
a shareholder mesetings in the past and Freeport and the TNI, aware of the
politicisation of ther activities that results from such public action, blocked the
Amungme women's leader, Yosepha Alomang from attending Rio Tinto's 1998
AGM in London.)

?? Educate unaware investment fund managers about corporate exploitation in West

Papua.

?? Héep research the activities of corporations

?? If you are an AMWU member support moves for greater transparency of arms
company’s (like ADI — Audrdian Defence Indudtries) sdling ams to Indonesa,
and leak information about whet is sold to Indonesa

?? If you ae a CFMEU member provide information about the activities of mining
companies operating in West Papua

?? If you ae a MUA or TWU member provide information about the transport of
goods to West Papua
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Concluson

Centrd to the druggle for freedom in West Papua is the ancient legend about the
Morning Sar. The dory tels of Kumeseri, the Morning Star giving Manarmakeri, a
humble village man the gift of peace and renewd. Refusing to keep the secrets for his
tribe done, Manarmakeri left West Papua on an journey to gather support to herdd in a
new age of freedom, peace and justice. Jakob Rumbiak, a West Papuan leader now iving
in Mebourne who endured 10 years in Indonesa’s dungeons and shared a cell with East
Timor's presdent Xanana Gusmeo says, “maybe Manamakeri came to Audrdia?
Maybe he wants you to join him to help free West Pgpua? The truth is the Indonesian
government is utterly dependent on the continued support and public indifference of the
international community to maintain the occupation. By standing up for West Papua you
can help undermine a bruta occupation and give hope to a people whose time has come.

Because Audrdia exports terror, ecologica destruction and socid didocation to West
Papua, Audrdians are ethicdly compelled to stand up for people in West Pagpua.  As
Augrdians committed to doing judtice, our task is to trandform Audrdia In doing <o,
the hope is that we will not only make Audrdia a more just, pesceful and sustaingble
place, but that we will help make our region and even the world, a better place too. It is
extremely naive to expect that government, corporate and military dites will change their
policy just because we ask. As can be seen in the case of West Papua, those policies
protect powerful vested interests, secured and maintained by military violence.

Inspired by West Papuans themsdves, ordinary people in Austradia do not have to be
resgned to playing out the role of passve observers of the world outside their window,
but can be the subjects of history. It is a great privilege and joy to accompany those who
sruggle for freedom. Doing s0 is a smdl way we can share the cost of the struggle with
our ssters and brothers in West Papua and throughout our region. Sdf-determination and
judtice in West Papua will take time. There will be a cost. But it can be done. Receive

the gift of the Morning Star and stand up for West Papua today.
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Sample letter to Kofi Anann about the Act of Free
Choice

The Hon Kofi Annan

United Nations Secretary-Generd

UN Paza

New York, NY 10017, USA

Fax: 001 212 963 2155; 963 7055, 963-4879
Email: sg@un.org; ecu@un.org

Your Address
Date

| am writing to urge you to persondly intervene and order an invedigdion into the
conduct of the United Nations in West Pgpua during the Act of Free Choice in 1969 - a
shameful episode in the United Nation's higtory.

According to the 1962 New York Agreement the United Nations agreed to protect West
Pgpuans human and politicd rights and ensure that an act of sdf-determination in
accordance with internationd practice took place. | am deeply concerned that the United
Nations, which was regponsible for supervising the Act of Free Choice, accepted the vote
of just 1022 Pagpuans (less than 1% of the population) who were handpicked by
Indonesian security forces and forced to vote to reman part of Indonesa under extreme
duress and outright violence. In particular Articles 16, 18 and 22 of the New York
Agreement were clearly violated.

A review of the conduct of the United Nations during the Act of Free Choice would not
only restore confidence in the United Nations it would dso help resolve ame of the core

causes of conflict. Therefore, | respectfully request the Secretary-Generd initiate without
delay areview of the conduct of the United Nations during the Act of Free Choice.

A grave injustice was done to the West Papuans. It istime to make amends.

| look forward to receiving areply from the Secretary-General.

Y ours sincerely

[Please carbon copy all letters to West Papua Action in Ireland who are
coordinating the international campaign - wpaction@iol.ie as well as the Free

West Papua Collective who are assisting the coordination of the Australian
campaign — info@freewestpapua.com.]
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Useful Webdtes

7?

7?

Free West Papua Callective — Mdbourne: www.freewestpapua.com

Ausgtrdia West Pgpua Association — Sydney: http://mww.zulenet.com/awpa/

Augdraia West Pgpua Association — Brisbane:

Audrdia Nationd Universty, Cendrawash Universty and UNIPA —(The State
Universty of Papua) resource site for West Papua: www.papuaweb.org

Dewan Musyawarah Koteka (DEMAK — Penis Gourd Council) and OPM
(Organisass Pepua Medeka - Free West Pgpua  Organisation):
www.westpapua.net

International Action for West Papua: www.koteka.net

West Papua Action — Ireland (coordinators of the International Act of Free Choice
Campaign): http://westpapuaaction.buz.org

Friends of People Closeto Nature: www.fpcn-globd.org
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Contact Your Local West Papua Solidarity Group
ACT

Austraian West Pgpua Association — Canberra
E rose.costelloe@apex.net.au

Queensand

Bridhane

Augtralian West Pgpua Association - Brishane
PO Box 5409,

West End 4101

Tel: 07 3255 0576.

E awpab@yahoo.com.au

Website: www.geocities.com/awpab

Cairns

Carns AugrdiaWest Papua Solidarity - CAWPS
Td/fax: 07 40591084
E sciberf @bigpond.com.au

New South Wales

AudrdiaWest Papua Association - Sydney
PO BOX 65,

Millers Point 2000

Te/fax: 02 99601698

E iris@matra.com.au

website; http://www.zulenet.com/awpal

Northern Territory

Augtrdians for a Free West Papua

P.O. Box 2155,

Darwin NT 0801

Td: 08 89419663 or 08 89832113

Mob: 0419 807175

E woodsstreet31@hotmail.comor rwedey@ozemail.com.au




Airi Ingram

Co/ Drum Drum

GPO Box 1852
ingrams@octad.net.au

Ph. 0889272355

Fax. 0889272893

Webste: www.drumdrum.com.au

ASET Dawin

Action in Solidarity with Indonesia & East Timor
Tel: 8981 4714 or 0419 800 861
E darwin@asiet.net.au

South Australia

Austraian West Pgpua Association — Adelaide
P.O. Box 29,

Kilkey 5009

Tel: 08 8345 4480

E dave-arkins@bigpond.com

Tasmania

Tasmania West Papua Association

33 South Terrace
Lauderdae 7021
Td: 03 6248 1373

Victoria
Ballarat

AWPA Centrd Highlands
P.O.Box 1743

Bdlarat Mail Centre Vic 3353
(chair)

Td: (03) 5332 4747

Fax: (03) 5331 8937

E rsmhayes@netconnect.com.au

(secretary)
Td: (03) 96465931

Fax: (03) 9646 8626
E: d.giblin@balarat.edu.au or stephi @sx.com.au
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Mebourne

Australian West Pgpua Association — Mebourne
P.O. Box 1093

Windsor 3182

Tel: 9510 2193

E wpmerdeka@yahoo.com

Free West Pgpua Collective

P.O. Box 2091

Lygon & North,

East Brunswick 3057

Tel: 0438 503 532

E info@freewestpapua.com
Website: www.freewestpapua.com

Warrnambool

Australia West Pgpua Association — South West Victoria
237 Koroit S,

Warrnambool 3280

Tel: 5562 2225

E micky]d2000@yahoo.com.au

Western Australia

Group waiting to be formed in Perth. Interested people should contact Bill Baruford.
Tel: 08 9361 5073

* New groups please make contact with AWPA in Sydney and the Free West Papua
Collectivein Mebourne.
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